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 Minutes & Agent's Report - January 16, 2018  

Town of West Bridgewater 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MacDonald/Brown Conference Room, 1st Floor, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

  

 January 16, 2018 

Minutes 

6:35 PM      Tim Hay (TH) called the meeting to order with Commissioners Maurice McCarthy (MM) and Ryan 

Byrnes (RB) present.  Conservation Agent John DeLano (JD) was present and kept minutes.  The meeting was video 

recorded for the local cable network. 

 TH asked for a motion to approve minutes for the meeting on January 2, 2018.  MM motioned and RB 

 seconded and so voted.      

New Public Hearings: 

 
#586 Manley St;  Notice of Intent (NOI)  (SE 382 - 743 ) Edward Perry; to construct a radio tower and accessory 

infrastructure within 100' of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland  
 TH read the Public Hearing (PH) Legal Ad and opened the PH. 

 Larry Silva, P.E. presented the green cards as evidence of notifying abutters and presented the overview of the 

project. 

 Mr. Perry, the applicant presented a check for the additional Wetland Protection Fee of $82.50.  JD noted that 

there needs to be another check in the amount of $100.00 for the bylaw fee.  The extra fees were due to the 

applicant having more than one activity and for the work in the Riverfront Area of the brook. 

 JD reported his findings and recommendations as noted in the Agent's Report attached. 

 The commission members had a number of questions about the installation of the radial grounding wires that 

extend into both the 50' no touch buffer and into the wetland.   

 Applicant explained that the wires were sliced into the ground with a ditch witch machine and barely disturbs 

the ground.  In addition, the applicant offered to allow the town to use the tower and radio station for emergency 

broadcasting when other means of communication are not available to the emergency management personnel of 

the town. 

 Some of the answers noted in the Agent's report will require the engineer to revise the plan.    

 TH asked for a motion to continue the PH to 02-06-2018..  MM motioned and RB seconded and so voted.    

 

Continued Public Hearings: 

 

359 Pleasant Street - NOI  (SE 328 -741)  Merrill Engineers & Land Surveyors, Inc. / Kevin Griffith;  to 

redevelop an existing commercial self-storage facility within 100' of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW); 

 TH opened the continued PH and noted that the Natural Heritage Endangered Species Program (NHESP) letter 

was received and they had not issues with the proposed redevelopment of this site. 

 JD reported his findings and recommendations as noted in the Agent's Report attached. 

 TH asked for a motion to close the PH.  RB moved and MM seconded and so voted.   

 TH asked for a motion to issue the Order of Conditions (OOC) within 21 days.  RB moved and MM seconded 

and so voted.  

 TH asked for a motion to issue the General Stormwater Management Permit.  RB moved and MM seconded and 

so voted.  
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#102 West Center St;  Amend Order of Conditions (AOOC)  ( SE 328 -598 ) Shamrock Partners, LLC / Tom Kennedy;  

to construct an additional commercial building and parking area within 100' of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland  

 TH opened the continued PH. 

 JD noted that the applicant's representative was not present.  JD suggested tabling the matter to the end of the 

meeting.  

 

Luke Estates Roadway, off Brooks Place NOI (SE 328 - 708)  Pilling Engineering  /  Al Endruinas, to 

construct 5,000 sq.ft. of new subdivision roadway  with subsurface drainage system, 2 drainage outfalls 

and 1 culvert outfall within the 100' Buffer Zone of a BVW; 

 TH opened the continued PH.  

 JD reported that the applicant's representative requested a continuance to the 02-06-2018 meeting. 

 TH asked for a motion to continue the PH to 02-06-2018.  RB moved and MM seconded and so voted. 

  
Luke Drive, off Brooks Place;  NOIs;  Pilling Engineering /  Al Endruinas, to construct single family homes  with 

septic systems, retaining walls, driveways, and with related grading and utilities within the 100' buffer zone of a 

BVW; lot #3 (SE 328-713), lot #4 (SE 328-712), lot #5 (SE 328-711); lot #6 (SE 328-710);  

lot #7 (SE 328 -709); 

 TH opened the continued PH.  

 JD reported that the applicant's representative requested a continuance to the 02-06-2018 meeting. 

 TH asked for a motion to continue the PH to 02-06-2018.  RB moved and MM seconded and so voted. 

 

Administrative Decisions: 

#16 Scotland Street Certificate of Compliance (COC) (SE 328-0731) Septic Upgrade 

 JD reported that the site needed some remedial erosion control measures and that the surface is exposed soil 

without grass.  JD recommended not issuing the COC. 

 TH asked for a motion to not issue the COC.  RB moved and MM seconded and so voted. 
 

Other:  

 

Discussion - a policy for mitigation - when proposed septic system is within the 50' buffer of the BVW 

 TH asked if the commission members present had any concerns with the proposed policy.   

 .Seeing no opposition, TH asked for a motion to adopt the policy for mitigation when proposed septic systems 

are within the 50' buffer of the wetland dated 01-02-2018.  RB moved and MM seconded and so voted.   

Update - 225 South Street /  Floristal  Enforcement Order (EO) 

 JD reported his findings and recommendations as noted in the Agent's Report attached. 

Tabled Matter: 
 

#102 West Center St;  Amend Order of Conditions (AOOC)  ( SE 328 -598 ) Shamrock Partners, LLC / Tom Kennedy;  

to construct an additional commercial building and parking area within 100' of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland 

 JD noted the applicant still wasn't present 

 TH asked for a motion to continue the PH to 02-06-2018.  MM moved and RB seconded and so voted. 
  

The following documents were signed by the commission:  

 
359 Pleasant Street - OOC (SE 328 -741)   
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AGENTS’S REMARKS:  

Item #1 New Public Hearing - DEP File #328-743- Notice of Intent (NOI) - #586 Manley Street- Construction of a 

Radio Tower, Small Accessory Building and Associated Site Grading within 100' of BVW 

This lot has a huge solar array on the property and this radio tower will be constructed near the wetland on a portion of the 

land located to the far west of Manley Street.  The amount of work is minimal in that the tower will sit on a footing with a 

small area of excavation.  There will be a utility trench from the small building to the tower.  The applicant needs to have 

a crushed stone pad of sufficient depth so as to penetrate into the subsoil installed around the building, generator, propane 

tank15' wide gravel turnaround area.  The purpose of the stone is to provide recharge mitigation for the increases in 

stormwater runoff from the new construction on this portion of the site.  The entrance at Manley Street has a construction 

entrance pad which is a great idea and is also required for sediment control.  I have a few questions that need to be 

answered by the applicant during the hearing.  Question #1: How do the radials get installed when it comes to the wetland 

and the 50' wetland buffer?  Please see the attached sketch for an aerial view of the site.  Question#2: Does the radio tower 

have guy anchors?  Question# 3:  If the Tower falls in the direction of the wetland, what are the provisions for removal, 

repair of the wetlands and re-installing a new tower? 

I have determined that the installation of some of the radials will occur in the Outer Riparian Zone of the perennial stream 

to the west of the site.  A fee for this activity was omitted from the filing fee.  I have calculated that the applicant needs to 

provide the commission with two additional checks.  One in the amount of $82.50 is for the radial installation work, a 

separate activity from the one listed in the NOI, occurring in the Riverfront Area and the check memo should note that it's 

the WPA fee.  The other check in the amount of $100.00 is for the radial installation work, a separate activity from the one 

listed in the NOI, and the check memo should note that it is the Bylaw fee. 

I don't have an issue with the project except we need to get a handle on the answers to the question noted earlier in my 

report. 

Recommendation: To be made during the PH depending on the applicant's answers to the questions that the 

commission may have and the answers to my questions. 

Item #2 Continued Public Hearing DEP #328-741 - Notice of Intent (NOI) - #359 Pleasant Street - Re-development 

of a Commercial Site within 100' of a BVW 

I have received a copy of the NHESP letter and they have determined that this project will not result in an impact to the 

endangered species habit in this area.  At the last meeting I reported that I have no issues with the project.  Therefore, after 

receipt of the NHESP letter we can now close the PH.   

Recommendation: Motion to close the PH.  Motion to Issue an OOC within 21 days.  Motion to issue a General 

Stormwater Management Permit. 

Item #3 Continued Public Hearing DEP #328-598 - Amend an existing OOC - #102 West Center Street - To 

construct an additional building on the site with parking and drainage within 100' of a BVW 

The applicant wishes to add an additional building to his existing developed site.  The project shows mitigation plantings 

for the original development and a conservation easement for the original development.  These two items are on-going and 

will be completed as part of the applicant's getting a COC.  The new work is outside the 50' buffer and has a very simple 

drainage system.  I don't have any issues with the project and I feel it can be issued an amended OOC. 

Recommendation: Motion to close the PH.  Motion to issue an Amended OOC within 21 days.          

Item #4: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-708- Notice of Intent (NOI) - Luke Estates Roadway - Off Brooks 

Place - Construction of roadway and drainage system    

We have received a request today by the applicant to continue the PH.  The PB has sent their review and the engineer 

needs to address the requested revisions.  The engineer believes that the changes will be finalized for our next meeting.  

Recommendation: Motion to continue the PH to 02-06-2018.       

Item #5: Continued Public Hearings DEP # 328-709 to 328-713– Five NOIs- Luke Estates Lots 3,4,5,6 & 7 - Off 

Brooks Place - Construction of a Single Family Home (SFH), on-site septic system and associated grading.   

Same comment as #4 above 

Recommendation: Motion to continue the PH to 02-06-2018.       

Item #6: Administrative Decision - DEP #328-731- Certificate of Compliance (COC) #16 Scotland St. - Septic 

System Repair for a Single Family Home and associated grading in the buffer zone of a wetland   

I inspected the site today and have reviewed the documents sent along with the request for a COC.  The site surfaces that 

were disturbed during the construction have not been stabilized with a grass surface due to the winter conditions.  There is 
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evidence of erosion of the loam spread over the septic system and around the newly installed septic tank.  The silt fence 

has been removed so that the sediments from erosion are migrating towards the 50' buffer and the wetland.  The PVC 

markers are in and the conservation signs have been placed on the pipes.  The grass will not grow until next Spring.  I feel 

that the applicant needs to prevent the surface from further erosion by placing straw mulch over all bare ground.  I will 

continue to monitor the site during the winter to see if the ECB needs to be re-installed.   

I don't recommend issuing a COC until the bare surfaces have been temporarily stabilized such has been noted above.  In 

addition, if the surfaces have been stabilized sufficiently and the applicant still wants a COC before the grass can grow, I 

recommend that the applicant provide a $1500 cash bond to the commission before the commission issues the COC.    

Recommendation: Motion to not issue the COC until the site is temporarily stabilized or grass is sufficiently 

growing, whichever comes first.        

Item #7: Administrative Discussion-  Proposed Policy regarding septic system designs within 50' of a wetland  

 Please see the attached proposed policy that was distributed at the last meeting.  I will address any questions tonight. 
Recommendation: To be made depending on the discussion about this item.  

Item #8: Administrative Discussion -  Enforcement Order (EO)- 255 South Street.  Applicant cutting trees in the 

50' buffer of the wetland to make room for parking his commercial trucks in a residential zone. 

 Please see the attached letter sent by the Town Administrator. 

Recommendation: No action needed.  Just informational.  I will update you as I get new information. 

Item #9: Administrative Discussion - Proposed License Agreement for the Model Airplane Club off Maple 

Street/Scotland Street   

In the hands of the Town Administrator.  No new information to report 

Recommendation: No action needed.  Just informational.  I will update you as I get new information. 

Item #10: Documents to be signed: 

586 Manley Street - (SE 328-743) - OOC 

#359 Pleasant Street  -( #328-741) - OOC  
END OF REPORT 

 

 

Adjournment:  

 

There being no other business to be done by the Commission, the meeting could be adjourned. 

 

 TH asked for a motion to be made to adjourn the meeting.  MM moved and RB seconded and so voted to 

adjourn at 7:25 PM.    

 

Respectfully submitted,  

John W. DeLano, Agent 


	Town of West Bridgewater

